




















SAN JOAQUIN COUNTY: GENERAL PLAN UPDATE

ay and June 2009

Utilities, Services, and Safety

Focus Group Summary

Issues

Safety

o New flood zone designations; more area of County (especially
around Smith Canal) will be impacted by building restrictions
Less opportunity to get Federal funding for infrastructure
Governance regarding flood control

How can the General Plan protect small communities?

High summer fire hazard

Some rural areas don’t have established emergency response times
Air quality

Question of seismic risk in the Delta

Fire response time in rural areas

Subsidence in Morada area and throughout County
Facilities/Services

e Growth in areas with limited and aging infrastructure

o Utilities

o Health care access

o Wells/small water systems

o On-site septic system requirements (AB 885 — 5-year inspection

cycle for septic tanks)

Groundwater overdraft and related salt water intrusion

Solar access

Need to consider emergency first responders

Peripheral canal

Opportunities

o Low-impact development (LID)

¢ Integrated water plans (surface, groundwater)

o Calaveras and Amador County interest in regional approach to
septic treatment

e Farmington, Escalon, and area west of Lathrop don’t have local
area to dispose of septic waste

o Resolve septic sludge issues (fertilizer, energy)

o Groundwater recharge (Duck Creek reservoir, conjunctive use)

o Partner with agriculture to develop wind and solar energy farms
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LAFCO fire district study
Renewable and sustainable energy
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Focus GROUP MEETING #1 SUMMARY.

May and June 2009

Land Use, Economic Development, and Housing

Focus Group Summary (cont’)

Issues e Impacts from neighboring Counties (e.g. Casino in Amador
Land Use County) and impacts of San Joaquin County on other jurisdictions
e  Where will growth occur? Determining who wants growth, where, — regional partnerships
and how much? What type? Other
e City expansions e Historic preservation; losing historic buildings
e Zoning incompatibilities. Growth-inducing zoning e Preserving oak groves
e Traffic impacts on rural downtowns e Climate change; reducing greenhouse gas emissions
e Consideration of noise and water impacts e Water supply
e No infrastructure for urban development in unincorporated e Impacts of peripheral canal
County
e Balance between agriculture and non-agricultural land uses Opportunities
o Agricultural productivity; regulatory obstacles to agri-tourism; Land Use
preserving rights on agricultural land e  Enhance agriculture
e Crime

_ _ ; ; e Promoting growth in cities; more efficient land use (County can act
e large-scale big box stores being pushed into San Joaquin Valley as release valve)

(based on land values) Use of ranchettes as community separators
¢  Fiscalization of land use _ Re-examine emphasis on growth within cities
o Cities relying more on sales tax; more retail equals more low Available land and cheaper labor

paying jobs . _ Community separators
¢ Non-attainment for many air quality standards conomic Development

e Alluvial fan around Vernalis designated Mineral Resource Zone Advanced education and research and development

Economic Development Renewable energy (e.g. solar farms) and clean industries

O U B Co_unty 3 rok_a th economic developmer_1t_. Expand value-added agriculture and agri-tourism beyond wine
Lack of education and higher education opportunities industry

[ )
e High school drop outs and difficulty re-entering education system
[ )
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! ' e Reuse of quarries (south of Tracy)
Obstacles for small business: lack of access to capital, lack of e  Expansion of green industries
incubators, lack (_)f educated Worqurce . e  Work with school districts regarding dropout rates
e Obstacles to business development in California (e.g. cost, regula- Small community enterprise zones
tions) . . : :
e Lack of technological infrastructure to support industrial growth : S;Fr’s: ;{\?;; gg:"\]/g|\lllvi ;(t)rzfeor;g'; szz:cfg m";?;];gﬁookmg
e No comprehensive fiber optic network for?
° \L/Velll-t}elng gl r_ural cmmumtles e 8-county broadband project (stimulus money)
*  ackot economic gro : e Redevelopment around Tracy airport
e No jobs to retain skilled workers — no skilled workers to attract o lieeeses il ce et
jobs ; : . .
: e Build executive housing to attract jobs
Other
e Climate change adaptation
e Cultural heritage/oak groves




